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Allegations of smuggling / Center for Public Integrity report

smuggiing is 8 givial aud 3oL -1 oblem faced by many industrios itlustrated by the serrous
cros10on of e ieghiitate wbaccd market in the 11K Aue to far higher taxcs than in manland
Lurope. Smuggiing arises b50iv 182 Aiffarantials in differont countrics. and pational trade barricrs.
A policy oF raISIng 10DacCy laacs 1o cxceasive vzl often driven hy ant 1obacco activists. can
onty exacerbate this siwatms.
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British American Tobacco proup companies work with governments and customs and exelse
authorities around the world proposing soiuiions 16 te issad, and supporng initiatives to help
eradicaw the problem.

Alpng with many other companies in Lhe tobaceo indusicy, and i othier induslry $ecloTs, We Are
awars that some of our products arc handled other than farough ofiivial charicls. Smuggling £ 2
matter of contiderable coneern 1 us. not least begause 1t undermines vur suusiantial investment
over dacadas in hwiding proper and well managed distribution networks, We aré acgng, with
sihers, 1 senk 10 eradiae a significant global problem. byt we cannot comiroi i distibition
chain all the way 1 the Aoal customer

Tiwe Ceater ¢ tategrity is 1 United Stafes based special inlercst group 1o whom tiw
Guildfod Jocument 4 ry in e I has becn made openly available and who claim to be
propariug # 1cpeit bascd s docuwments which they have selected from the Guildiord taciliy. We
hove Aot seen ibis iopuit. They appear to have 'cherry picked” a selected number of documents
From the § mujiion pages i 0 deposiiery, and contd be athigh risk of drawing and publishing
conclusons which arc i arrace with the fots,
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Allegations such as these are not iew. We have frequontly cncountercd inaccurate claims, based
on highly selecuve and out o1 context sairacts fres oid dovuments, on this and other topics.

We do not intend 1o answer questions ur address allegavions appatently hased on highly seicenive
and oul-of-conteXt documents, about matters Which wy more properly addressad  and i many
mtances are hemyg addressed with our full co-opuranon — Ly govrnments and customs sthorlies
araunc! the world.

Note, i Fernuary Y090 qo o resudt oF 1S litigauion. a document depository for the public was established
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wherg visitars een view over & million pages from company files gomg back some
S0 v, Thodt T3 Sps GC2oEE on reuast and copies of documents have beon given Lo gverseas pigina{ly’
lawyuin, gid fo 30verel anti-smnking campaigners and préssere goups. Documents ctamed 1o be suneel’ oo
wtEiedT, and in many ease<nlaced on the Inwenet, have frequently come Jeomn this Open sctess. Moy
Visitors have zearched the depository looking for evidence. far example, thal imponant intéiual fessdiih Wt
conwealvd which aroved that smokne caused discase. Nonc has been denufiad, and iire 13 Hoic.
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